8th International Deer Biology Congress, China, 2014
This Special Issue of Animal Production Science publishes papers given at two conferences held in China in 2014: the 8th International Deer Biology Congress (IDBC), held at Harbin, and the 1st International and 2nd National Antler Science and Technology Symposium held at Dalian. This is the third IDBC special issue to be published in Animal Production Science. It follows two special issues published in 2011 and 2012 after the 7th Congress in Chile in 2010. Prior to the Chile meeting, the plenary papers and abstracts of submitted papers had been published in special congress proceedings and we have retained this practice for the abstracts of all submitted presentations. However, the Scientific Steering Committee wants to make the papers presented at the IDBC available to the widest possible scientific audience and we now publish peer-reviewed, full papers developed from the presentations made at the Congress in a well-respected scientific journal. This special issue contains full versions of two of the plenary papers presented at the Harbin meeting, and of others presented at Harbin and Dalian.
The 8th Congress was hosted by the North-east Forestry University, and departments of the State Forestry Administration. The organising committee was chaired by Professor Chuanping Yang and executive co-chair Professor Minghai Zhang. The scientific program was developed in conjunction with Professor Yang's committee by the IDBC Scientific Steering Committee chaired by Dr Jo Anne Smith-Flueck.
A notable feature of the IDBC series is its international focus. Congresses have been held in widely varying locations throughout the world and, as is to be expected, each congress reflects the unique biology and management of the deer species of that region. The 8th Congress was the first in the IDBC series to be held in Asia and the presentations reflect the importance of deer in the environment and culture of China and other Asian countries. Some 300 deer biologists attended the 4 days of the IDBC at Harbin. Many of these were Chinese deer scientists, but scientists from other parts of Asia, Europe, North and South America, Russia, and Oceania also attended. As is usual at these meetings, the topics discussed ranged across the whole of deer biology: population biology, conservation and management, deer health, antler growth and biochemistry, and nutrition. The papers in this special issue reflect this diversity of topics.
The Antler Science and Technology conference was held under the auspices of the Key Laboratory of Separation Science for Analytical Chemistry, the Dalian Institute of Chemical Physics, the Chinese Academy of Sciences, the Institute of Special Animal and Plant Sciences, and the Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences, and organised under the chairmanship of Professor Yukui Zhang and Professor Chunyi Li. The papers delivered during the symposium covered a range of topics including the nutrition and genetics of antler growth, biology of antler regeneration, and the efficacy of antler products.
The 9th IDBC will be held at Estes Park in Colorado, USA. The Scientific Steering Committee invites all deer and wildlife biologists to attend this exciting meeting.
